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HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.05 am]: I am directed to present the fifth report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People titled “2014–2015 Annual 
Report”. 

[See paper 3553.] 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People is a parliamentary oversight committee charged with monitoring, reviewing and reporting on the exercise 
of the functions of the independent statutory authority of the Commissioner for Children and Young People. The 
point that this committee is an oversight committee is an important one, as it speaks to the accountability of this 
committee to the Parliament and, ultimately, of the Parliament to the people of this state. It is this model of 
accountability that underpins the committee’s work, as detailed in this annual report that I am pleased to present. 

Over the period, the committee has taken evidence from or been briefed by 52 people, all of whom provided the 
committee with information on contemporary issues faced by Western Australian children and youth. These 
briefings and formal hearings held here and overseas substantially contributed to the committee’s ability to 
monitor the activities of the office of the commissioner and very importantly helped inform the committee about 
its review of the exercise of the functions of the commissioner. This review, which has particular regard to the 
recommendations contained within the statutory review of the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
Act, is of primary importance to the committee and sits at the forefront of the committee’s accountability role to 
Parliament. To illustrate this, the recommendation that the children’s commissioner be provided with the 
necessary powers to perform a child abuse complaints support role provides only limited detail of how this 
complaints function should operate. The question then of what this role should entail is of clear interest to the 
committee, and it has a responsibility to examine how the commissioner will be able to make a meaningful 
contribution in performing the proposed role. 

The committee also has a responsibility to ensure that the core principles of the commissioner’s act are upheld. 
These core principles include protecting children from harm and exploitation, and supporting parents, families 
and communities in carrying out their primary role in safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children. 
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